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Dear Mr. Hoyte,

I am deeply obliged to you for your kind

end appreciative remarks in your letter of 13 )
June, eand I sm very interested to learn that S"f s sflin cnak
you propose to devote your vacation to the — nuach fo o Jis-

tracing of Hannibal's route. Needless to say, Apitatntiment Col fola lelles
if you find enother pass out of the Durance »

) “asin with a view of the plaids of Piedmont, . =

. "gh enough to have preserved the snows of /.e-zahm ST '%/“’2“‘{17"'
‘evious winters/ converted into ice, and G 1 % ﬁT A

\\. dangerous enough’ to have occasioned the heavy Sufp\.é ‘ujnalwq, and h’?‘

| cesualties which Hannibel suffered, I hope

that you will let me know. wilt Lot

I sm sorry to say thet between the dates
which you so kindly mention I shall be in the

Alps. LA WQ— Btb ¢

Yours sincerely,
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Gavin de Beer.
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1222, BOUVERIE STREET, FLEET STREET - LONDON

LONDON, EC 4 TELEPHONE
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20th July, 1956. 26th June 1956.

Richard Jolly, Esq., J .M. Hoyte, Esq.,
Magdalene College, St. John's College,
CAMBRIDGE. CAMBRIDGE .

Dear Mr. Hoyte,

I admire your ingenuity and your
zeal - but I fear that as far as we are
concerned it 1is the close season for
elephants, and for exercises of which the

chief object (and highly laudable purpose)
is to prove or disprove a basically academic

May I express my best wishes point.
for a successful expedition.
w All the same, let me wish you and
=& 'your friends the best of luck on your
S Yours sincerely, \adventure.

97Q)f5¢aﬂﬁ, ‘ Yours sincerely,

J.B. Birks. &ﬂ ’6}%%

AT c«r/e:rfm')wce— Sl oroed us el He—

A/aw{ Chroniele wao 1ot sver enlbluacsalic and m
Z3é344né}vvtﬁ'éfys were more wleeofed un presect -

/uj ,/%e—?u.bl«‘c e it e snall el o Snaps awd G-a.lﬂwﬁ
leowlies  Fhucvend cord frim ﬁ&éﬁ%f\ S4619€D ProiSe Amnd I
a2 af/‘u/w A5t suq 72@/ /A re&Bhfyﬁ('euzs arecr Aam,ﬁ % be
fold fhat we 3D nst support fom’s Phesry /X’”’

ST / Il!},,

Dear Mr. Joliy,

I have discussed your
proposition with the Features
Editor and regret we cannot make
use ol 1t

(POST @ OFFICE m reenlt zf e ardicly armo

ag ? va( /ft& I‘&n&%‘m\ Qa—
OVER TE s / :
k NIGHT - HoY TE NEprEGRAM //ﬁ'c,,@ ak I’l/dévy(/;ngzd.
CONGRA T 4 TIo RT  STuomys |
| NS ELep [ COLLEges ¢
FANT  NEveR R AMBRIpge
\HANN B2, ORGETS Eyey

= AGGIE

Y



THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

HEAD OFFICE: BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.1
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22nd June 1956

Dear Mr Hoyte,

I was interested to read your
letter in which you say that you
plan to follow Hannibal's route,
We have already done the progrumie
and our filming for it, 'so I -am -
afraid you cannot help. Howéver,
I should be amused to hear of your
experiences, It is a very attractive
walk up the valley leading to the
Col de la Traversette, though we did

not find the Hotel des Alpes at
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T am very pleased to inform you that the Trustees a
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QONSOI.ATO GENERALE D'ITALIA
Dear Sir, IN LONDRA

I am in receipt of your letter of the

4th July. X
Cof In view of the importance of the expedi- C:fae ([qu_}_/)
i%a«e»axtﬂi tion which you are plannling to meke, I have

passed your letter to Dr. Guerrieri, London
Delegate of the Italian State Tourist Office,
(E.N.I.T.), 201 Regent Street, W.1., who is in
a better position to furnish you with full de-
tails both from the customs and tourist points
of view.

I have asked Dr. Guerrieri to give spe-
cial attention to the matter, so will you please
Lfontact him.

Yours faithfully,

e

'Dear Sir, gonsﬁI‘EEHEZEEf"-‘

In reply to your letter of the 20th instant,
I have to inform you that in the official list of Italian
| frontier passes "Col Clapier" is not amongst those over
which it is allowed to enter the country and the nearest
pass 1s Colle di Tenda. "Col de la Traversette" is, however,
a recognised route with frontier post.

I would very much like to be assistance to you

if it were.possible, but the restrictions are specifically

imposed by the frontier police authorities.

R. Guerrieri
(Delegate)
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EVENING NET SALE

NO. 23,211 LONDON, TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1956 TWOPENCE {

-

14 H CAMBRIDGE HANNIBAL EXPEDITION
Expedition Flight w

Four University students left
Croydon Airport for Zurich to-
day on what they call the Cam- -
bridge Hannibal Expedition, JOHN M. HOYTE
The students (from left): Rich-
ard Jolly, of Hove, John Hoyte

and his sister Elizabeth, of te Manor
Relgate, and Lavid Jenkins, of D:r;g:m:c ”Jcr_,m
| Derby hope to trace Hannibal's 8" St

_ route over the Alps.
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Hannibal’s route

‘ OR,  24.year-old Mr.
‘ 3 John Hoyte a break
from 20th-century .Birmingham
industry means a chance to work
on a report on what happened in

218BC—and so challenge the|

| power of television.
" Mr. Hoyte is a graduate
apprentice with Joseph  Lucas
(Industries) Ltd, But in ‘his
spare time he is  preparing a
{fporrfor experts at Cambndge
University on how Hannibal, ‘l e
‘Carthaginian. general, led "an
army, complete with elephants,
over the Alps to challenge
Ancient Rome. 0 ST
With his sister, Elizabeth, a
122-year-old  domestic ~ science
student, and two other students,
he  spent. three weeks hitch-
hiking through the Alps study-

By tanker

) SIR GAVIN, director of
the Natural History
Museum, says that Hannibal used
a pass in the southern part of the
'Alps. ¢ ol
“But after travelling over the
area we think he is wrong,” Mr.
Hoyte told me. R i1
To gather their evidence, the!
students flew to*Zurich before
starting their - hitch-hike /which,,
for 36 hours took them up the)
River Rhone on thé deck of an/
oil ranker, Tabsa o
Why did Mr. | Hoyte, #n
engincering specialist, and ' his
colleagues—one a theology stu-
dent and another an econdmist
—turn to history ? W,
“It was something different
...and we don’t beljeve in too

much specialisation in one, sub-,
ing Hannibal's possible routes. ject.” / 2
“Historians differ about  the

pass he used, but the choice
seems to lie between two. |

" But as far as the British
public is concerned there is only
one pass in it—the one Sir Gavin
de Beer spoke about on tele-
vision," "1/ i

J
i

‘MR. JOHN HOYTE
A4 *f;speg'H%m@a;l’x route.””
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Deer Mz, Jolly, : )
I back " soid [’ﬁ

Thank you very much for
letting us see your article. As ‘ Wm "'Wo fm
you will realize from the attached Ul I/I e t‘b

proof, we are hoping to make use
of it fairly soon in The Times
and shall be glad if you can let
us have any corrections.

I am returning herewith
;2: two negatives and prints we
e had made from them, as I ’ 7""
am afraid they would not stand | OIM/ 5
reproduction in the paper. ‘

Yours sincersly,
JLJ«-—’ j‘bd‘—n-_,

Secretary to the Assistant Editor
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AMBRIDGE CARTHAGINIANS

*“Nous suivons la route d’Hannibal ” |
was our stock introduction, reply and |
comment to those we met this summer
during what we called the Cambridge
| University Hannibal Expedition. There
were four of us and no elephants. We
always found it best to admit right from
‘the start that we hadn’t any ﬁlcphan(s.
‘When we didn’t people would listen,
‘spellbound at our plans, and then
‘excitedly ask: * Where are you getting
| the elephants from ? "  We never had
| time to explain; their interest was lost
Ii in laughter.
| The challenge which inspired the ex-
| pedition came at the end of a critical
review of Sir Gavin de Beer's book Alps
and Elephants, published last year. Sir
Gayin argues that Hannibal's route
across the Alps is farther south than
most other theories suggest, and A, H.
Macdonald criticizing this in the Alpine
Journal, ends: “The best procedure
‘would be to take Polybius and Livy (the
ancient sources) in one¢ hand and Alps
and Elephants in the other . . . and travel
'the Alpine passes.” We did just that—
or nearly that, for we found that books
in both hands might be all right when
ireturning from a Heffers or a Bowes and
LBowcs, but for mountains and rock
climbing——?

“ FEMALES IN ERONT?”

| The start of Hannibal's route lay up
the Rhone valley. He had crossed the
Rhéne at a point four days” march from
the sea, not without difficulty both be-
icause hostile Barbarians lined the oppo-
site bank and because the fast-flowi
river set a problem of elephant it
‘port.  But he overcame the]
mounting a successful attack
rear, and he solved the second
the 37 elephants on to earth-
rafts, leading (as Polybius so sig-
nificantly records) “ two females in
front whom the others obediently fol-
lowed.” After this he marched for a
‘further four days up the Rhone (and
for a distance of 106 kilometres as Sir
Gayin's theory seems to neglect) before
teaching “ the island "' where Polybius
says Hannibal turned eastwards towards
the Alps. .

. Because “ the island ” is described in
brief detail by both Polybius and Livy,
it becomes the key-point to identify for
he western end of the route. However,
‘as the arguments are philological rather
‘than geographical, we contented our-
'selves with photographing two main con-
tenders for the title and in undecided
‘mood moved to the more interesting
‘Alpine passes. These are impertant for

\versed must pinpoint the eastern end of

\the route.
. Our plan was to cross two of the
ongest - contestants—Col Clapier, a
traditional favourite which lies at the
head of the Modane Valley leading out
of the Isere basin between Bramans and
1sa, and farther south Col de la Traver-
sette, Sir Gavin's suggestion, which is
stiged between: the Mory Gengyre and
the Rivieragirlleads cu 4 the Durapce
basin. Col Clapier was 1o be first dnd
'we hoped to sleep the night in a
pleasantly primitive barn at La Planee
‘half way up.
. Only the latter adjective is applicable,
for La Planee had a first and lasting im-
pression of farmyard smell with which
‘we grew strangely accustomed and per-
haps strongly identified, But our chief,
‘memory is not of this, but of a sing-
song with some Scouts and the chisel-

d the dim light of an old oil lamp.

SORARE L A=A

|sion we needed to cross the frontier

ithe particular pass which Hannibal tra- |

can evidence of civilization.

e

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HANNIBAL
. WITHOUT ELEPHANTS

From A Special Correspondent

INTO THE MIST

1t is difficult to convey our initial dis-
appointment next day as the clouds were
low and a gentle drizzle discouraged
our plans, The number of different
opinions as to whether we could cross
in the mist was muddling, but we
muddled through to a decision and left
at nine-thirty.  Our disappointment
proved transitory. We climbed rapidly,
the weather coldish, but the heavy
packs uphill kept us warm. In 25
minutes we met our “ guides"—two
frontier gendarmes whom we had by
good chance contacted the previous day.
From them we had obtained the permis-

by the usually forbidden Col Clapier
route ; a smile and a joke had won where
many letters to consuls had failed.
They now led the way; behind us
snow-capped peaks, on our left a gorge
curving towards a glacier and in front
emerging on either side some cloud-
obscured peaks, the higher on the left.
After an hour and a half the climbing
was over and our trek was straightfor-
ward—the scenery being a strange mix-
ture of deserted planet with the odd tin-

As we
neared the pass the grass wore to a thin
finish, the snow drifts came down to our
level and the gale gusts grew stronger.
Suddenly we were there looking down
on the Italian valley with a commanding
peak on right centre, and on either side
tljxg. heavy dark curves of the mountain-
side. {
Four days later we would be standing
on the very different Traversette pass
some 60 kilometres farther south. Here
.the easy part of the climb' came first;
Towards the end where it crossed a large
area of rock scree it became uneven
and steep. Unlike Clapier, which at the
pass gave the impression of a wide grey
valley, Traversette is a narrow U-shaped
ridge like the crescent moon, but a mere
15 yards across.

WHICH PASS?

The dispute over which pass Hannibal
crossed hinges on four main factors.
Obviously where you place * the island ”
~governs where you look for the pass—
broadly, north or south. But also from
the ancient sources we know that on the
| French side the way through the valley
must lie through a deep gorge past a
flat rocky area on which Hannibal
bivouacked for the night. Also on the
Italian side Hannibal experienced diffi-
culty because of the steepness of the
descent. i

So we dismissed those passes which

could not satisfy these conditions, thus
eliminating all but Col Clapier and Col
de la Traversette, The third point
derives from the account of Hannibal
assembling his men (they possibly num-
bered 38,000) on the pass and exhorting
them while overlooking the Po valley.
;from both passes this view stretches out
in front, but only Col Clapier is large’
enough to assemble the army. Sir Gavin
counters by asserting that probably only
the leaders assembled, but neither
Polybius nor Livy’s words suggest this

slimited meaning. 2

there was still some snow left from the

trouble with the animals. In Sir Gavin's
theory this is a crucial ‘point in favour
L of Col de la Traversette against Clapier,
‘for he argues that at nearly 10,000ft.

_(’;Qgp'easant.s?round a bottle of wine L;t is_sufficiently colder than Clapier at|

:8,173ft. for this to be possible. .But for

|
\
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us this argument has lost much of ifs
weight because on neither col did we
find more than the odd drift, and also
Polybius actually claims that snow * lies
continuously both summer and winter
near the top of the passes.” This claim
must imply one of two things—either Sir
Gavin’s evidence that the climates of the
two eras are broadly similar is mislead-

ing, or that Polybius on this point i
unreliable. IS point is

ACADEMIC COOLNESS

fVX]e found that the academic coolness
ol these arguments, and to a d
climatic coldness of the el o b thﬁ
secondary to the climactic emotion of
’ shwenng on the promontory where
| Hannibal may have stood» We stuck our
flag in the ground.  We read aloud
“ Hannibal’s exhortation. Then we
dropped down the steep ankle-straining
path to the valley below.

Here we unexpectedly received a
| welcome to Italy that both contrasted
iand added to the thrill of following

Hannibal. Inquiring the way from a
few monks standing in front of a long
set of buildings we were soon lost in a
circle of song and happy friendship.
Like the assembly of a crowd scene on~
| a stage the few were joined by others
' and transformed into a choir with a
| balance and harmony as if long re-
‘,hea.rscd, though actually spontaneous.
| This was continued after a supper they
provided for us—though by now we had
l[]n(l)lved inside to the simple whitewashed
all. Vs

Their singing can neither be described
nor forgotten; each sang with every
ounce he possessed, and it flowed to us
with a gentleness yet pervading force-
fulness, and an underlying \rhylhm.
Their oneness was more striking : those
unseen at the back gave as much as
those at thé front, and it was impossible
to tell who was leading. The evening
passed, beds were brought, and we slept
| the sleep, if not of the just, yet at least

. Finally, as regards the pass, we know | of those who had d
that in October when Hannibal crossed | foot with 301b. hav::soasglss. b

| Someone (perhaps even someone who

| previous winter which caused him further | laughs when we have no elephants) will

say: “Did you find his route ? » We
don't laugh, _though perhaps with a
whimsical smile and' with a whisper of
classical wisdom we reply: “T] n'y a pas

de fin mais nous i i
continuon:
route,” ; sa suivre la
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. IN HANNIBAL'S TRACKS

The account of an Alpine Expedition with a difference
by John Hoyte

Mr. Hoyte is a graduate apprentice with the company at Great King Street. In his
spare time he is preparing a report for experts at Cambridge University on how
Hannibal, the Carthaginian general, led an army, complete with elephants, over the
Alps to challenge Ancient Rome. Mr. Hoyte spent three weeks hitch-hiking through
the Alps studying Hannibal’s possible routes.

J T was an interesting and amusing
discovery made while planning our
historic trip that General Hannibal’s

Chaplain-in-Chief was called Bogus.

Some might try, we hope in jest, to

apply this name to the Cambridge

Hannibal Expedition of 1956; we trust,

however, that this article will persuade

them to use better judgement!

My sister Elizabeth and 1 and two
friends from Magdalene College, Cam-
bridge, found ourselves one sunny morn-
ing in August posed on the trolleyed
steps of a Dakota at Croydon Airport.
We waved a Union Jack with elephant
rampant, and tried to put on a faraway
Himalayan look while the Evening News
photographer took a snap. It was all
rather like a dream—but then we were
about to go over the rainbow anyway.
In my pocket were twenty pounds Kindly
provided by Cambridge University, and
by one side lay rucksacks which seemed
terribly heavy in spite of the endless
weeding out of unnecessary equipment.
We had found it best to admit right
from the start that any elephants would

Lunch on the deck of an oil tanker on the Rhone, we spent a day and a half on the tanker.

have to be left behind, but this did not
deprive me of a very interesting con-
versation on the subject with George
Cansdale.

After landing at Ziirich we spent an
exciting ten days in Switzerland . . . no,
not practising our rope technique or
even sharpening ice axes but at least
getting our walking legs, and when
feeling more extravagant, dangling over
wonderful fields of gentians on the
occasional ski-lift. The diversity of the
youth hostels was a study in itself for
they varied from the ** Black Hole of
Ziirich ™ to the exquisite little chalet
near Gstaad where we were the only
occupants. Can I ever forget the
delicious apple crumble (my favourite
pudding) that graced our table there—
thanks to Elizabeth’s cooking.

Wednesday, August 22nd, saw the
expedition crossing the border into
France, towards ‘ Hannibal Country’
by the perhaps not so elegant but at
least economical method of hitch-hiking.
Late that night we reached the little,
remote village of Bramens high up in the

/-Mr‘)ya@

= The crags over the Col de la Traversetre

L TR W S =S R0 W N W S8

vening. Mount Viso (12,609 /t.) is in the background
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Lead me to the rock that is higher than 1
~HE only is myrock and my salvation
- Psalm 61-2

Whith

sincere wishes
or

A Merry Ehristmas.

11.Wilbury Gardens. &M
Hove.4.Sussex. /
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